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January, 1782, and was christened Daniel. The
infant was a delicate and rather sickly little being.
Some cheerful neighbors predicted after inspection
that it would not live long, and the poor mother,
overhearing them, caught the child to her bosom
and wept over it. She little dreamed of the .iron
constitution hidden somewhere in the small frail
body, and still less of all the glory and sorrow to
which her baby was destined.

For many years, although the boy disappointed
the village Cassandras by living, he continued
weak and delicate. Manual labor, which began
very early with the children of New Hampshire
farmers, was out of the question in his case, and
so Daniel was allowed to devote much of his time
to play, for which he showed a decided aptitude.
It was play of the best sort, in the woods and
fields, where he learned to love nature and natural
objects, to wonder at floods, to watch the habits
of fish and birds, and to acquire a keen taste for
field sports. His companion was an old British
sailor, who carried the child on his back, rowed
with him on the river, taught him the angler's art,
and, best of all, poured into his delighted ear end-
less stories of an adventurous life, of Admiral
Byng and Lord George Germaine, of Minden and
Gibraltar, of Prince Ferdinand and General Gage,
of Bunker Hill, and finally of the American armies,
to which the soldier-sailor had deserted. The boy
Repaid this devoted friend by reading the newspar